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NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR CANBERRA’S HOSPITALITY AWARDS
The Australian Hotels Association today opened nominations 2012 AHA Hospitality Awards being held at Hotel Realm on Monday 19 March where standards of excellence in the ACT hotel and hospitality industry will be recognized.
The AHA Hospitality Awards gala dinner will feature numerous awards covering all sectors of the Hospitality Industry such as accommodation hotels, restaurants, pubs and nightclubs.  Five will be presented to outstanding employees in the industry the only of awards of their kind in the ACT.
Gwyn Rees AHA ACT General Manager, Gwyn Rees, said last year saw over 150 nominations in what had been a busy year for the industry - this year’s awards will take on greater importance given the regulatory landscape in which the industry has to operate.

 “The Awards in 2012 will be credit to the strength of the industry as a whole, a time when businesses have never faced such increasing scrutiny, regulation and red tape.  

“Fewer venues are entering the industry but those that do keep improving.  In the accommodation sector we have Burbury and soon to open East Hotel.  Funky bars like Public, La De Da and Honkytonks.  In the restaurants we see amazing refurbishments in Urban Pantry, The Artisan, Bellucis and Sage.  

 “The ACT community’s expectations are refining and they want quality venues that offer the complete package of great food, beverage and service.  

“Nominations are underway and lead to a thorough assessment programme where venues are personally visited by independent judges to ensure the validity of the entry, and to test against the national criteria. 

“This is a rigorous process but underscores the credibility of the judging process.  Many winners will go on to represent the ACT at the AHA National Awards for Excellence in Hobart in September.
“The AHA Hospitality Awards continues to be the most prestigious awards night attended by over 500 industry leaders and members of the ACT and Federal Parliament.   

“Special mention must also be made to Carlton & United Breweries, HostPlus, Lion and our industry partners whose generous support makes the industry’s night of nights possible.” Mr Rees concluded.
Media Enquiries:

Gwyn Rees – General Manager

6273 6633 or 0410 902 982
6 January 2012










